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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11, 13-41, 43-64 are rejected under 35 U. S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kahn 
(USPN 5461708) in view of Groath et al. (USPN 6571285 Bl), hereinafter simply Groath. 

2. In regard to claims 1, 30, 3 1, 60, 61, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, see col.l lines 15-22, the method comprising 
the steps of: identifying a report format as comprising at least one first group at a first level 
having at least one detail line with at least two data fields in each of the detail lines, see col. 7 
lines 63-67, wherein the first group further includes either a vertical total for each of a plurality 
of the respective data fields in the first group or a horizontal total for each of a plurality of the 
respective detail lines, with each particular vertical total totaling a corresponding data field for 
each detail line and with each particular horizontal total totaling each of the data fields for that 
particular detail line; see Fig. 6 and col. 1 1 lines 5-52; receiving a user input indicative of one of 
the totals; and generating a graph using a predefined rule corresponding to the one of the totals 
indicated by the user input, see Fig.6, col.9 lines 8-27. Kahn does not teach the report format is 
hierarchical and further comprises a second group at a second level, each second group 
comprising one or more first groups, the second group including second group vertical totals, 
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each second group vertical total aggregating all vertical totals for that data field for each first 
group in the second group. However, Groath teaches the report format is hierarchical and further 
comprises a second group at a second level, each second group comprising one or more first 
groups, the second group including second group vertical totals, each second group vertical total 
aggregating all vertical totals for that data field for each first group in the second group, (see 
Fig. 13, see col.59 lines 29-3 1). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to incorporate the report format of Groath into the report format of 
Kahn because the combining formats of Groath and Kahn would provide the system with the 
capability of displaying the spread of information visually, such as in various graphs or charts. 
See col.6 lines 35-38. 

3. In regard to claims 2, 32, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein the vertical totals are formed in a vertical total line, 
wherein report data comprises data from a report generated by another application, and wherein 
the predefined rule for generating a graph is derived from the identified report format of the 
report generated by the another application. See col.l lines 13-22. 

4. In regard to claims 3, 33, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein the predefined rule corresponding to a particular 
one of the vertical totals includes using each different value that formed that particular vertical 
total to form a different feature in said graph, see col. 1 1 lines 13-16. 

5. In regard to claims 4, 34, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein the predefined rule corresponding to particular one 
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of the horizontal totals includes using each different value that formed that particular detail line 
total to form a different feature in said graph, see col. 1 1 lines 10-13. 

6. In regard to claims 5, 35, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein each different feature is a separate display 
component in said graph displayed on a graphical display, see col. 1 1 lines 35-40. 

7. In regard to claims 6, 36, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein each different feature is a separate display 
component in said graph displayed on a graphical display, see col. 1 1 lines 35-40. 

8. In regard to claims 7, 37, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein both vertical totals and horizontal totals are 
included in the report, see col. 1 1 lines 5-10. 

9. In regard to claims 8, 38, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein the report format further comprises a cross total 
field that equals either the sum of the vertical totals or the sum of the horizontal totals, see col. 1 1 
lines 5-25. 

10. In regard to claims 9, 39, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, further comprising: receiving a user input indicative of one 
cross total field; and generating a graph using a predefined rule corresponding to that one cross 
total field, see col. 9 lines 8-27. 

11. In regard to claims 10, 40, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the predefined rule corresponding to 
that one cross total field includes forming a different feature in said graph corresponding to 
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either each vertical total or each horizontal total that formed said cross total field, see col. 1 1 lines 
5-10. 

12. In regard to claims 11,41, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the predefined rule corresponding to 
that one cross total field includes forming a first and a second graphs, with a different feature in 
said first graph corresponding to each vertical total that formed said cross total field and with a 
different feature in said second graph corresponding to each horizontal total that formed said 
cross total field, see col.l 1 lines 5-25. 

13. In regard to claims 13, 43, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the second group vertical totals are 
formed in a line, see col. 1 1 lines 12-25. 

14. In regard to claims 14, 44, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, further comprising: receiving a user input 
indicative of one of the second group vertical totals; and generating a graph using a predefined 
rule corresponding to that one of the second group vertical totals, see col. 1 1 lines 5-25. 

15. In regard to claims 15, 45, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the predefined rule corresponding to 
a particular one of the second group vertical totals includes using each different first group 
vertical total that formed that second group vertical total to form a separate feature on said graph, 
see col. 11 lines 12-25. 
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16. In regard to claims 16, 46, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein each second group comprises at least 
two first groups, see col. 7 lines 63-67. 

17. In regard to claims 17, 47, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the hierarchical report format further 
comprises a third group at a third level, each third group comprising one or more second groups, 
the third group including respective third group vertical totals, each third group vertical total 
aggregating all second group totals for that data field for each second group in the third group, 
see colli lines 5-25. 

18. In regard to claims 18, 48, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the third group vertical totals are 
formed in a line, and further comprising: receiving a user input indicative of one of the third 
group vertical totals; and generating a graph using a predefined rule corresponding to that one of 
the third group vertical totals, see col. 1 1 lines 5-25. 

19. In regard to claims 19, 49, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the predefined rule corresponding to 
a particular one of the third group vertical totals includes using each second group vertical total 
that formed that third group vertical total to form a separate feature on said graph, see col. 1 1 
lines 12-25. 

20. In regard to claims 20, 50, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the received user input comprises 
clicking on a total, see col. 12 lines 35-40. 
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21. In regard to claims 21, 51, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the received user input comprises 
clicking on a total area that is of a different color than other areas, see col. 12 lines 35-45. 

22. In regard to claims 22, 23, 52, 53 Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, identifying a report format as comprising at 
least one first group at a first level having at least one detail line with at least two data fields in 
each of the detail lines, see col. 7 lines 63-67, wherein the first group further includes either a 
vertical total for each of a plurality of the respective data fields in the first group or a horizontal 
total for each of a plurality of the respective detail lines, with each particular vertical total 
totaling a corresponding data field for each detail line and with each particular horizontal total 
totaling each of the data fields for that particular detail line; see Fig.6 and col. 1 1 lines 5-52; 
receiving a user input indicative of one of the totals; and generating a graph using a predefined 
rule corresponding to the one of the totals indicated by the user input, see Fig.6, col.9 lines 8-27. 
Wherein each of a plurality of the different features in said graph is linked to the corresponding 
different value used to form that feature, and wherein clicking on a feature displays the linked 
corresponding different value, see col. 12 lines 35-45. 

23. In regard to claims 24, 54, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein when a feature designation is 
received from a user, the report page containing the different value used to form that feature is 
displayed, see col. 12 lines 17-24. 

24. In regard to claims 25, 55, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein when the report page is displayed 
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after receiving a designation of a feature, at least one value used to form the feature is displayed 
in a different manner relative to the other values on the report page, see col. 12 lines 17-24. 

25. In regard to claims 26, 56, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein when the report page is displayed 
after receiving a designation of a feature, links to other pages used to form the feature are 
included in the display, col. 13 lines 30-55. 

26. In regard to claims 27, 57, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein when a feature in said graph is 
designated, a report page number containing the value used to form the designated feature is 
displayed, col. 13 lines 30-55. 

27. In regard to claims 28, 58, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein the column location of vertical totals 
determines the column location of the data fields of all detail lines, see Fig.6, col. 1 1 lines 5-50. 

28. In regard to claims 29, 59, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of 
automatically generating a graph from report data, wherein predetermined control break 
characters define the location of the first and any other subsequent hierarchical groups, see col. 15 
lines 20-50. 

29. In regard to claim 62, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, further comprising: highlighting or changing in color the 
one of the totals indicated by the user input; and highlighting or changing in color data 
components that comprise the one of the totals indicated by the user input, see col.7 lines 45-53. 
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30. In regard to claim 63, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, identifying a report format as comprising at least one first 
group at a first level having at least one detail line with at least two data fields in each of the 
detail lines, see col. 7 lines 63-67, wherein the first group further includes either a vertical total 
for each of a plurality of the respective data fields in the first group or a horizontal total for each 
of a plurality of the respective detail lines, with each particular vertical total totaling a 
corresponding data field for each detail line and with each particular horizontal total totaling 
each of the data fields for that particular detail line; see Fig.6 and col. 1 1 lines 5-52; receiving a 
user input indicative of one of the totals; and generating a graph using a predefined rule 
corresponding to the one of the totals indicated by the user input, see Fig.6, col. 9 lines 8-27. 
Wherein the step of generating a graph comprises: extracting corresponding data for the one of 
the totals from a series of reports; generating a graph displaying a different feature for each of 
the extracted corresponding data, see col. 12 lines 41-47. 

31. In regard to claim 64, Kahn teaches a computer implemented method of automatically 
generating a graph from report data, wherein the series of reports represents a time series of a 
particular report, see col. 13 lines 8-19. 

Response to Arguments 

32. Applicant's arguments filed on 07/08/2003, have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the prior art does not teach "the report data is automatically determined 
based on a user selection of a total". However, examiner respectfully disagrees with the 
argument because on Fig.6B, col. 12 lines 35-40, Kahn shows graph being generated using one of 
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the totals indicated by the user, the system automatically constructs and displays the pie graph, 
which graphically demonstrates the breakdown of sales by product line for the selected data. For 
these reasons, the rejections are maintained. 



33. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tam D. Tran whose telephone number is 703-305-4196. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI from 8:30 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on 703-308-6829. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered response should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose 
telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 



Conclusion 



Tam Tran 




Examiner 
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